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Lincoln Secretnrj of Stntc
The Life of William II Seward by

Frederic Bancroft will bo an impor ant ad
flltlon to libraries of political history It is
cot only a biography of the man tut a

amounting

partial history of time and in dealing reply to a petition for pardon of this
with man like Seward this mothed of man

treatment is almost Inevitable It wojd I deem it certain thai there is no other offenuer
whcc i ardc n would so much lint air the public

hardly have been possible to write bin ht1ce n hc finns irnpjralit and -

as one can of Lincoln or Napoleon cr crirj of the administration of Justice His con

Grant from the point of view T llrul JSVJLllews and ihe rUt of
merely sketching history current the dignit ard Iioror of the State I reluctantly
events His life was up wKh to- - add that it stem to lc a cac in which the effect

of that conviction must net be in paired t the
litlcal movements for more than th rtj lscrclff of cUmenc
jears at a critical period of the cojntrvs g go rcasonIngi and miRht e
development I receive the attention other Governors

The personal In biography addicted to pardoning overmuch
Is however not slighted and it is in all i A chapter on Traits and Characterist- -

reepects interesting The first chapter Inserted a little later afford an

Eives a pleasing and graphic f itL VSLd S
the childhood aud youth cf William Henry
Seward from the tlmo of his birth 1S0L

until his marriage with Miss Trances Mil-

ler
¬

daughter of his partner in ISM

The author sajrs
He was the fourth of ilx children two of whom

were girls Ills native village had about a dozen
Loutes His earliest vivid recollect i or s eie of the
eclipse of 1800 and of stones atout witcii s that
dwelt at night in the attic of the little cuuntn
tcHool house and that during the da time haunted
the wooded el iff just abotc it He rtm inhered
ttit his father once placed htm on the conn cr of
the store to give a poetical recitation and tliat
when the pleased hsterer aAed the child which
one of his fathers callings he intended to adopt
he replied that he ejected to be a justice of the
peace

Florida had an academy and it vas decided
that William was to be the con fatored with a
liberal education because he was the frailest
Excepting six months more in Goshen a feu jcara
later it was in Florida that he prepared for
college Recalling1 this time alter firec cor
years he said that his studies began at 5 in the
morning and closed at 9 at night let there were
winter evenings neighbors came in aud ap
pit nut and cider were brought forth and the
joung student was allowed to sit b the open fire
and enjoj them while listening to long concr
catfons on politics and religion It was

ness
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the

Ian

and

lng chop and im yg great dccribed
the fuel parlor take irdjffereiit end pcrfinclori

the and fetch the llVc reciting piece and

and the errands recalling what
general the elder brothers1 with

ecoIections He stood andprecious be null Dff up
drawn from their labor ami thouh he engaged

and alwas gTcat aie

After a brief account of young Sewards
early experiments In politics the author
goes on to sketch the rise of political
Masonry and the excitement which pre-
vailed

¬

in New York during the jears in
which this subject was agitated The
height of the disturbance reached

Morgan pockets locked ejacu
mer Mason who
to write book betray
the order The author l

sentences Altogether
isrs

Newspapers presentee each in the most
anammaicr articles Trivate aff irs were neglect

energies were thTr ouWdewere enquiring llgh tharfceJ atmos--

ine laie Jiorffan iason were lurnt auj
from communion ntUence
3j denomination wss who was cidently rot
against the order town IVjltney tjplcal orator Phould hae

doubtful preacher required ential and prominent time our na
institution Maonry had tional development when was

ciriHK rrigou the pre states

inr uiugnien fiioua ijfjt marry iaecns
Thcn JIaions and otters juaijj com ¬

all this ahsud tho were
promptly answered witn qocsiun tere
ilorganf

may remarked in rasslng that
agitation may have had something to do
with the of the influence of the
churches in this country When lntellrt
gent men were turned away from the
church door slmnlv because thev beonrd
to secret of denomina- - Adams
uunaiisis auuiwi
them to thinking on general

way which did not encourage support of
the church But the agitation made some
political leaders and cue of them was
young Seward

Among the most Interesting chapters
in the book are those which deal with
Sewards as Governor of Xew York
It was critical time both for the State
End the count and the new Governor
gained man adherents by his boldness
and courage in pushing work which need

to and taking definite stand
on certain questions of the
matters over wbich the State was then ag¬

itated was the question of Internal Im-
provements

¬

suh as railwajs and canals
The conservatives were afraid of the ex-
pense

¬

while the party favored
prosecuting such work regardless of cost
Seward stood with the progressive party
and was above all things optimistic
that his theories when confronted with
cold facts sometimes fell to the

house of cards He also aroused
much opposition and some support

-- by bis radical views on the school ques-
tion

¬

But far more Important any
of his which affected merely his

own State was his platform on the fugitive
slave problem t this time the
whether or not slave was property was
Just coming up for discussion If he was
property held as such in the entire Un-

ion
¬

could he extradited from State
by another If chanced to run away
precisely as any other strayed chattel
could be reclaimed Sectionalism was ¬

running high and the South bad
begun to tbat was strong
party in the North absolutely opposed
slavery When Seward utterly refused to
comply with the requisition of Virginia
lor fugitive who had taken refuge ln
New York his action served to crystal-
lize

¬

feelings and convictions which had
until then been Indeterminate Everyone
knows that If bucket of water Is
to stand perfectly still in cold place it
will remain lust on the point of freezing
when the below-- freezing
point but let it be even slight
degree and ice crvstals form all over
the surface of the liquid The situation

regard to the flatus of fugitive slaves
was Verj much that except that the
condition of tbe public mind was
boiling than freezing Sewards decision
hastened the crisis It was-- quite evident
that something would have to be done
The Fugitive Slave law made every
Northern man and potential
slave catcher There was large party
the North who refused this duty at tic
risk Incurring the penalties of the law

general not thorough
awake lohe difficulties of the situation
needed to be aroused and Sewards ¬

was cne of the things which effect-
ed

¬

this 1S10 the Legislature of New
York law granting trial by
iury to rerson claimed as fugi-
tive

¬

sieve an I making extremely In
cejnvplent for claimants secure their
runaway servants During March of the
following year ln retaliation Virginias
Executive refuseJd surrender forger
on the requisition of Governor Seward
Ttje latter made himself obnoxious to four
Southern States and gained the good rill
of Abolitionist in less than three
yfafs looked as If New York had b8
come snfi slavery and the effect on tho
South can hardly be estimated Governor

had declared in many words
cannot believe that be lng cf human tub

stance form and lnuge can tl force rf any
eunan cotutitutlon or lave be into

chattel cr thing

Another which attracted attention
to Seward was his use the pardoning
porwer Ho pardoned persons unsound
mind and Juvenile convicts

for their first cfleuee free-
dom

¬

which bis predecessors had not
9hown cms ot his most famous law
case vrea the defence of named
Freeman who had committed murder but
ww cle irljr proved on imbecile There

as one xtotaMo Instance however ln

--fU

which he did not exercise bis pardoning
rower though great Influence was brought
to bear upon him to so This case wis
that of Benjamin Rathbun leading busi ¬

man convicted of forgeries
to more than 000 000 Seward said in

bis
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tatesmans private life His fondness for
pets was an attractive element in his char-
acter

¬

Here is bit of goslp Illustrating
this trait

To a fnerd who had jut gum a nocirff
lunl called Hob1 thia humorous acknowledg ¬

ment was made
1c l egan to thow off powers as toon as hU

fxd water were repltnuhcd I believe
must have funned his opinion of ne from the cur
r nt corvcrsation of jour great for he cm
dtnth intended to commind himself sho my
that 1 e too was a demagogue He Upai wth
the noise of the wren ranidl through
gamut of the robin jai uebird qiail
fniic crow and woodpecker and cndM with a
serenade of unknown but esquiitc meloel
He evidently in favor of the Public School So- -

ejetvs exclusive pnnlcirrs for when the Koinan
Catholic Lord Ilihop of Nantes paid him a vlt
todav wojld prevailed on to opei his ftij0te as he Is
Ihmt ennia innPTintTO

Later he rotes that Bobs fame had
gene abroad and that he had set up
slngini school

4Ilc has one pup who was brought here bj
Iricht eyetl boy and iitalled at Bobs teet to

leain the lie has made noerfort to in
net hs pupil et

Of Sewards method orator it Is said
Oalusha A Grow-- who admired Seward and

to and from distant to on
cany in for the are to the1 much
grain to mill flour to bnng ohc c a
lime from the kiln to do of fie TC h he wihed to

than iwnrisirC lus audience CltaAfamily time of mj
being too to permit them to

th nr lh were in
Lsm the effect was it the im

anti
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under
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placed

eairut

region of man deliberating out loud with
hiir clf One who leard irrepressible con

speech subseenitntl wrote of
the manner of lt deliver was effectlie in

defiance of even rhionc3l rule Nav may
rather that the effectiveness of the elocution

was much spite shrewd
gard of rule as it waj be cause he disregarded
rule It was apparentlv to great extent an
effort menior orator slowl to

fro alomr the amide ratrum his hand in
niter tne Disappearance ot a lor- - lu er behind mm and ateu
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who was hardly subject ans- -
bodys veneration though many feared and
admired his ability had some of
the qualities of each cculd ascend to
the loftl levels tbercformer and tre
statesman or come nown the bedrock
of practical politics as desirable
and action he hypocritical
A character this sort is liable mis-
construction but hast Judgment of it
is not alwajs correct Such man lus
the to pe both sides of cjse
with remarkabl clearness and the ult

that he sometimes changes his viewn
rather suddenly Seward did There are
dozen instances tnls in as manv chap-
ters this bography But this only oves
that be had the ability to sympahizc with
many men ot manv quick suc-

cession
In the chapter The Outlook

United States Senator there Is again
survej of the political situation

whlh clearly brings out the fact tbat be-
tween the sears 1850 and 1SC0 there was

sectional feeling on the subject of slav-
ery which it vould have been absolutely
Impossible to settle peaceably per-
mitting the preservation of the Union If
secession bad been effected without war
things would hardly have been Improved

with the conditions then existing
there would certainly have been contllct
over tbe question which first awakened
ill feeling the return of fugitive slaves

had come to the point when one of three
things must happen the United Strifes

recognize an essential ele-

ment civilization emancipation
must be effected there would
be disruption AH tbls is shown plainly

tbe account of the relations between the
two sections in this chapter After We-
bsters speech In which he
himself with the anti slavery part Sew-
ard stepped into prominence and
virtually Its leader Many extracts from
his speeches are given in this connection
showing his and the reasons given
He was always the leader of the liberal
and progressive jounger clement of his
section this vas not an exception
the rule

The next public movement In which Sow
ard figured was that In favor of the Magyar
exile Kossuth The excitement of 1S51 over
this remarkable mLn now almost forgot-
ten but the vivid of the

brings back forcibly to tbe mind
the reader It did not last long and

was thoroLghl emotional and
from real American life that in

tplt ot the efforts ot Seward nothing of
any consequence was done to aid the
Hungarian There was something of the
demagogue ln Sewards attitude toward
Hungary and other oppressed
countries

The second volume almost entirely
tAken up with the events of the civil war
and the years of reconstruction The

and influence of Seward during these
eventful jears arc treated in spirit im-

partial and fair no facts cither side
being Ignored The biographer who does
not overestimate the abilities or moral
character his subject real con-

tribution history and Bancroft Is
of sort while his

are essentially Northern they are not
anti Southern any way bitter Like
other Important blO rcphles of the men
cf this period which lately appeared
this book contains much evidence that the
struggle which nearly rent the nation In
twain was Inevitable and could not have
been averted by the and most be-

neficent influence of statesmen either
side If the political economic and so-

cial conditions of the time remained what
were The time had come for

change of some sort and the temper of the
whole people made it imperative that the
cbange should come by war Though Mr
Bancroft fully recognizes this be also
avoids offensive partisanship and recog-
nizes the good and evil ot both sides and
the political and mercenary influences
which were at side by side with no- -
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bier motives In both the North
South

His of Sewards behavior dur-
ing the agitation which preceded the dec-

laration
¬

of war proves onco more that this
statesman was politician in every sense
of the word and that he played the game
of politics as he would play chess for
waser carefully diplomatically though
rot always wisely His support of the Un-

ion
¬

was due less to sentiment than to rea-
son He believed disunion to be Impolitic
and unwise He objected to secession on

rather than moral grounds He
was not an abolitionist His formulation

his principles when confronted with
the difficult problem of taking stand
which would neither countenance seces-
sion nor Inflame Southern sentiment was
both characteristic and consummate pol-

itic
¬

It was an archetjpal compromise
This was January 12 1S61 ackrowl
edged the force of the fugitive slave
clause but desired that it be modified
as not to endanger the llbcrt of free
blacks compel private citizens to be-

come slave catcners That was sop to
the Garrionlans and Intejidcd to prevent
trouble continually arising- - between the
claimants and protectors of fug tives Ho

said that was favor bush or wood forerunner ol moderr
slavery permanently free from Congres

control That was oil thrown upon
troubled waters in the South He would
favor laws io prevent invasion ot any
State by citizens ot any other State That
would prevent repetition the Kansas
troubles rinallj he presents plan for
settling territorial difficulties which is
simp stroke genius in its evasion

responsibilitv
Mter the adim ion of as free state

he would con ent to the consolidation of all the
territories two them with- - iiiMiipalitv of but thousand five hundred reo- -

restriction as to slawn if the right
sub divisions Mito could seems to Lc lacking
le reserved Hut lie thought that tlie Lonstltu
tion did not prrmit such reservation If it were
feasible he ould refr have the present dirfi
culties settled regular coititution conven-
tion

¬

when the ceentnc movements of secession
and disunion shall bale ended whatever form
that end nue ome and the angrv excitement of
the hour shall have sulsuled then and
not till tl en two three jears hence

Thus like fie player who stops the
threatening advance of pawn bj another

he risks nothing but places the
he not be territorial problem as far

ivbi I nnnrniirt RPP

of

at

of

of

of
to

of
of

ot
to

of

of
to

of

the future wLcn will be perfect safe to
prophes it will Eettled somehow
alread

In his reroration he deft and
effective arpeal to the sentiment of loyalty
to the lnlon which had the result of con-

solidating Northern sentiment on sub-
ject It ma be that this appeal was lr
tended as sort of touchstone to rally
Southern loaIists If possible and test the
feeling of the whoe peopler but whether
this is so or not the effect that it had was

make the North reaa to resist almost
unanimous the secession movement

M this time Seward ma be said hve
even at the height his influence if net

real power and no
that having shown such remarkable
skill in the management of followers
and knov ing political conditions from one
end to the other he and his friends should

not so in cf the speakers dire- - E1e undervalued the esigtt
a

o

e

rod calm cf Lincoln Tvat they
did so underestimate thn tremenlous

power of the new President there
now no reason doubt Tho doubt was

prevailing during the campaign of worded it was quite as if I en one
UJl

self absorbed man in a tere state of and CI s in ui3n
had got a couple of thousand I was his sizing ot vi- -

of u clcseted with Lim and was Bancroft remarts the that
and the of the people were absorbed hor rf ht electric i
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tar of State with his quick intuitive rec
ognition of great qualities came to under-
stand

¬

his chief as he had understcoJ John
Quincj Adams and Thurlow Weed and
later he wrote to a friend that mcmoiable
sentence The President is the best of us
all

The contrast between Seward and Lin-
coln

¬

is vividly brought out in these chap-
ters

¬

dealing with the early years of the
Administration One had talent the other
genius Seward made the blunder that
clever men often make of overestimating
training and experience He was lei by
his political experience to believe tbat tho
patriotism of the South and by this Is
meant loyalty to Southern soil and insti-
tutions

¬

ould not overbalance consider-
ations

¬

of self interest lie did not place
at its true value the emotionalism in
which he nimself was deficient He did
not know tbe South and this was prin-
cipally

¬

because he vvas too sure that be
did know it He made the same mistake
in his estimate of the common man the
uneducated and unlearned but Intelligent
man of the people Lincoln brought up
shoulder to shoulder with the people of a
border slave State associating not with
politicians but with voters did not make
any such mistake He recognized the
gravitj of the danger and the difficulty of
settling it without war Seward did not
The consequence was in spite of tba
diplomacy of the Secretary of State war
came mil it was the Tresident who stood
at the helm There was Just the difference
between the two men tbat there is be-

tween
¬

the demagogue and the statesman
Yet Seward was too much of a diplomat to
be wholly a demagogue and in dealing
with foreign nations in the Mason Sltdcll
affair his adroitness was masterly He
could understand playing politics but not
handlin g the mighty forces of primitive
human nature aroused In civil war In
almost all his dealings with European
diplomatists he vvas successful and his
only error was in now and then overesti-
mating

¬

the influence which they might
have on the affairs of this country His
success in such work affords additional
testimony to tbe wisdom ot Lincoln in
giving him the position of Secretary of
State

Sewards part In reconstruction accord-
ing

¬

to Mr Bancroft was much slighter
than is generall supposed His health was
poor was old and broken and the un-

wisdom
¬

of Johnson made it difficult for
any aid however efficient to counteract
his mistakes In addition to this Seward
was not tbe man to handle tbe difficult
problems of that era He could not have
satisfied the Confederate leaders on the
one hand and the Garrlsonians on the oth-
er

¬

any better than Jobnton did The pur-
chase

¬

of Alaska was his greatest triumph
though at tbe time It was regarded as fol-

ly
¬

Ho was always an advocate of territo-
rial

¬

expansion and his foresight and abili-
ty

¬

were most clearly shown In dealing with
matters of this sort

Taken as a whole Mr Bancrofts work is
masterly ln Itself and a most valuable ad-

dition
¬

to the mosaic of biographies essajs
reminiscences and historical sketches and
records which now gradually In process
of formation in this country and will
when complete present all phases of the
great struggle between the North and the
South New York Harper L Brothers

In the etlicrlflnelN
The Arrerican In Holland by Wil-

liam
¬

Elliot Oriffls Is quite well described
by the sub title Sentimental Rambles In
the Eleven Trovlnces of the Netherlands
Tho author is evidently a lover of the

Land of Windmills and as a conse-
quence

¬

his book Is delightful
Holland wltflts tulips Its canal boats

its delft its wooden shod peeple and its
cleanliness is endletssly fascinating to all
who love qualntness and picturesque bmu
ty There Is a charm in the very names
They suggest to the American comforta-
ble

¬

Dutch homes of Klew-- Amsterdam In
the days when the round and placid burgh-
ers

¬

with tbe lr long pipes and berlbboned
garments aat gossiping in the Bouwerle
Those days are past In this country but
Holland still to the untraveled Amerl- -

can the place where nothing chtnges
wears out or decays where everything is
delightfully old faslioncd yet fresh and
untainted b the passage of Time

Certainly this happy fmprcstfon will not
be destroyed by anything in Mr Griffls
book Perhaps thelbest waj to prove this
is by quotations One need not seek for
passages fit to quote they may be found
by opening the book it random Here is
some Interesting Information about Cape
Henlopen and incidentally about the
Dutch language

I mut viit HinVloopen cr Hinlopen of which
I have heard much and which had sentimental
associations with tpo Henlopen m ihe little
State called The Blue Hens thicken Around
the Delaware Ha cluster many names left by

lutci navigaMi Cape Ma isnamed not after
the flywrery morth ut in honor of the flrj t u
rrpean fhipbUlcer in vmenca that encrptwng
Hollander who launched bis varht the Onrat or
letes and explored thewliote ou hrn ss
niok had amincel and mapped the torthcrn
coast of New elherland It was he also prob
ablv who called die Henlopen after tlii little
1 ritan town which nettles behind the dikes of
the ZuTder Zee

lJenkiKn is but a contraction of Hmdel
oopen which means the hind loptrg or the
staff waUr the refeirnee being as the town
arms suggest to that Scripture Thou maket
my feet like hinds feet The bo lopcr that tthen he in of making the ranger the

of
of

be

he

commercial traveler or diummer was a colonial
character Vih the meanng of the word in in
ttrlopcr we are all familiar I was onee asked
in central New lork b a friend fond ol

ir I witluil to lope rather than ride
drive bike or go bv rail

A charming description Is this cf the
little city of Coes
Mj guide philosopher and fnend promised to

rjll for ne as he and his went to worship God
in PLtch We pas bv a neat little club house
with tic name meanng Soctetv or the Banish ¬

ment of Thirgs Disagreeable Wonderful is thU
into tattf and admit six

Is

is

is

make pie No clement of comfort or of high civic life
scleral convenient fcates

that

that

tint

Mx chnrchr a Lank
in hanaec an eld peonys home auction market
1 rifon iurtc postolfee all the coz luxun
of ciwliraticn arc here for the terror of evil ¬

doers m for the priu e of tlem that do well
The ftars filtered hnghtl a I looked

out of mv lunged casenunt oxer across the
h adows rf the open marketplace ophite be
fore I lav down cr n eooeefathtr hed and
ccloval pillows i teemed to Ine for the nonce
amid a tat proctEi on of bodiless and shadowv
cnaturea Mlliouittis of hUton in skins and
thunir m tocas and helmets in enibazom of
codfish and fish hooks In ftathcred caps and slash ¬

ed 1 civet doublets in iron morion and djm cnd
breast plate- in republican ccckades and

red coat ail of whom had mud ocr
the ftapc of htstorr in ihjt little citj with us
droll rnc Jttch tid fat well fed and proud
but contrtI pluckeo was this web fitted ntv
standing on lard but eicr surrounded b water

And here Is an account of a Dutch
breakfast

1 felt as vaat and hilarious as i goo ic under a
barn door which bencU its reck as it enure as
I stepped into the dinin room larqe and wide
fur 111 breakfast In a luch hotel the bnnJ
jou the hot coce mjrti n 5Jdi proportions oi
strength as cnns wic to the presiding cenius ot
the kitchen with looe suar in niriade of verj
small crjtal and milk instead of cream There H
a ridicule 115 little eihir spoon with which to sip
the hot liquid natier of bone or ivory i for eggs
to remote the danger of contamination btt sn
sihrr and sulphur In the tray will be tera
Jvirds of bread if ou are in a large cttj but
there arc marked Imitations as to sanetj if
joj arc in a mall jlnce Clieec of more than
one kird suEttir proKiith by tlie very
namep and wafer like shcif of fauasc either
cream colored or red ivrfl dotted with white fat
or prlstlc form partr ot the regular breakfast
An thing else is CTtra- - and prepared only on
order Tbot who prefer tea will find the hot
water boilirg oer a ras ito e which U fed from
the fixtuns above by a rubier tube lie can
di nk h Bohea a tcrong m bamscn or weaker
than a womans tear

Altogether to read Mr Griffis book la
almost as good as eToing personally to Hol-

land
¬

Boston Houghton Mi in in Co
USO

A Vnlimlile- - Hcfercuce ItnoK
The International Geography eeIted

by Hugh Robert Mill Is a treasure houe
of information which will be simply Inval-

uable
¬

to students teachers and others in
need of such a book of reference The
bcok contains articles bj no less than sev-

enty
¬

different ruthors cu the principles of
geography and the various continents and
countries of the enrili and comprises Infor
mation of every possible description on the
physical features nhabitants history
proiucts etc of these countries put into
a wonderfully compact and convenient
form The book is large but not bulkv
and the contents so welt arranged that the
work Is real as useful within its scope
ns a large encyclopedia although of course
it does not dtal with as many subjects
Among the authors are such men as A J
Raines C S 1 James Brce Dr A M
Downing Director of the Nautical Alma-
nac

¬

Prof Bela Erodl President of the
Hungarian Geographical Soclet Sir II H
Johnston Administrator of Uganda rnd
Dr Nansen each of whom writes on the
subject with which he ia peculiarly quail
fled to deal Prof W M Davis of Har-
vard

¬

University deals with the United
StatPS to which less attention is given In
proportion to Its size and importance than
to the British Empire This however is
natural since the book is intended for clr
culaticu in the United Kingdom

Zhe completeness of the information mav
be prrtiallj estimated from a paragraph In
th letter tent to the contributors giving
the form In which esTis on different coun-
tries

¬

were to be written
Fnt The general configuration ot the roiintr

as a whole Including its river tTetiti5 its c li
irate and natural remre eis with a verj brn f
ojtline of the fauna and fora

See onel The people as to xaet hiatoir and mode
of povrnrcrnt

Third Manufacturers miliLsteies and external
trade Is ing Etrefs on the main stjple of track
and on the Industries peculiar to the countr
The s em of internal communication

fourth Political divisions considered Indiuri
ually with notices of towns 1I towns with
population of 100WQ or over mutt le notheel
and all other towns which are of special Ira
portance Care should be taken in ever ca e
wlcre It is possible to indicate in a few words
the character of the site which determined th
position of the tOTn or tl e teoraphical condi ¬

tions which minKer to its l roptnt
I iflh A statistical table giving the area and

population at the last two tenauscn of the whole
countr or in federal countucs of the constituent
State the average value ot export and imports
for three five tarl ierloeU ten ears apart c
K for 1S71 75 ISM SO lkJl 03 the chief town
with their population at the two last cen ucs

Small but useful maps arc added al-
though

¬

the Illustrations are necessarily
llmlteo In short the work is a sort of
expanded geograph intended for adults
but following much the same lines as the
ordinary school gecgraph In addition
to the information given reference books
are cited in which further information on
each subject can be found and this will
be a feature especially valuable to the
teacher who has access to a public llbra
y The work is completely indexed New
York D Appleton et Co 3 30

MitecllaiieoiiN Bonk
Municiral Government as Illustrated

by the Charter Finances and Public
Charities of New York b Bird S Co-

ler
¬

Comptroller of the City is a small
book wTiick contains much Interesting ma-

terial
¬

for thought and study As the con-

ditions
¬

which prevail in New York are to
a certain extent common to all large ci-

ties
¬

this book will be Interesting to phi-

lanthropists
¬

and sociologists almost ev-

erywhere
¬

Among the subjects dealt with
are public charity the water suppl
transportation clt development and the
church in politics and as certain funda-
mental

¬

laws govern the administration of
public affairs in every communit from
the village to the metropolis some of
these chapters will be Instructive reading
even to tho inhabitant of a small town
Mr Coler handles abuses with gloves off
and from what he says one ma infer
that titer it need for outspokenness in
certain subjects

In the chapter on the water supply he
denounced tbe Ramapo Water Company
and all It workB ln no unmeasured terms
and advocates municipal ownership of the
city water works The chapter on trans-
portation

¬

contains a discussion on the
relative merits of bridges and tunnels ad ¬

vocating the latter on less expensive
more useful and more practicable in ev-

ery
¬

way
One of tbe most sensible clears and in-

structive
¬

of these brief essays on munici-
pal

¬

government is that on the relation of
the church to politics It may be Intend-
ed

¬

to hit Tarkkurst and other political

v ivyrz tzyf

preachers but whatever Its motive there
Is good sound common sense In it Mr
Coler cays

Tlie Individual who holds that the Church has
no place in politics would conane within narrow
and felfoh bound the greatest civilizing force In
the world The Church mut be broad enough to
work for humanity to civilize to educate to
strive for better civic and material conditions to
save men as will as souls else It falls short ot
the proper rxercue of its power for good Let
the churches benin at the bottom and work up
The mut feet closer to the maes of the reople
When thev condemn a social or political cond --

ticn thej must be able to lead the wav to
Ermethmg better Abuse and denunciation alone
will not improve the moral condition of a nun
or a community Municipal government is what
the peopTe of a city make It It cannot long re ¬

main better or wore than the majontj tliat
created it and city politics will be pure or cor
nipt according to the controlling influence
Denunciation from the pulpit inav expose to
the public gaze a tore pot on the body politic
but it will not eradicate the dteac A sermon
on politics reaches tcrv few voters

Mr Coler also has tome rather start¬

ling statements to make regarding the prl
ate charities which reoeho eltj money

He loos not believe in this system He
sas among other things

On small society was found to have expended
practIj all ot the monej received from the
city in the pavment of the living expenses ot the
peron who had the entire management bf the
organization The charitable work of a year con
sifted in the distribution of a email quantity
of cat on clothing and a few bushels of potatoes

One pmate institution now abolished
boarded committed children and received 2 a
week from the city for each child Tlie children
were fed on fih ard potatoes at a cost of it
cents each jer week After thee facts were dis-
covered the di autboiitles could not remove the
cl ddten until the board of health condemned
a d closed the luildiLg under the provisions of
th tamurj code

These extracts will ghow the straightfor ¬

ward and forcible stjlo In which the book
Is written It Is worth reading whether
one agrees with the authors iews or not
and with man of his Ideas no Intelligent
person can fail to agree New York D
Appleton Co 1 00

iVoman and Artist by Mar O Rell is
one more instance of the risk which a
moderately cleer man runs in stepping oil
the beaten track on whi he made his rep-
utation

¬

As a writer of boos of travel
light sparkling and half satirical Instle
Max O Rcll became a popular author If
he had published nothing lutThls rovel
It Is certain that he would neer hae been
heard of In fact the noeI itself would
probablj nevr hae seen the light of day
had it rot been floated on the buoy of the
authors preIous work

It might ha e been expected that
whatever its shortcomings in the way ot
plot and character drawing any romance
by this author vould be entertaining and
amusing In its conversational passages
Cut It is nothing of the kind It Is as flat
as stale champagne The sentiment re-

minds
¬

one of Laura Jean Libber and the
character drawing soraew hat resembles
that of The Duchess or the unspeakable
Corelll There areall kinds of badness
In this book except the Sapho kind and
therefore nothing can sae It from obliv-
ion

¬

People may read a veak book for
the sake of Us vicious sentiment but they
will certainly not read a Iciously written
book for the sake of Its emotionalism
New York Harper Brothers 1 23

LITERARY NOTES

The new interest in the Spanish lan-
guage

¬

and literature assures a specially
cordial welcdme at this time to an English
version of Schillings German Grammar
This grammar is a text book very well
known and widely used on the Continent
of Europe In Germany it ha3 gone through
a dozen editions and it has been trans-
lated

¬

into French and Italian
This English version i prepared by

Frederick Zagel It i3 a book of about 3C0

pages divided into fifty lessons It is pub-

lished
¬

by Cassell L Co of New York

Mr Charles Major tailed recently for
London to arrange for the English dra-
matic

¬

rights of When Knighthood Was
in Flower and also to obtain additional
material for a historical novel of English
life which he has had in preparation for
several jears

Among the flowers sent to John Rus
kins funeral was a v reath of true Greek
laurel from G F Watts R A with this
message from Mrs Watts It comes
from our garden and has been cut before
three limes cm fof Tenn son Leighton
and Burne Jones

A writer in Blackwoods is weary of
the adulation poured on eminent men by
some others vho are rather anxious to
be heard than qualified to speak II
savs The moral pathologist of the fu-

ture
¬

will have much to say of the para-
sites

¬

of the nineteenth century A ions
chapter will be devoted to that well
known variety the Gladstonian Toady
assentator Iocuples and the

to it In the Index will be Place and
Peerage But space will nevertheless be
found to do Justice to the idIosncras of
the Toid ot Robert Browning and of ths
Toad of John Ruskin

William rclier whose sketches of Amer-
ican

¬

life and customs were recei tl pub-
lished

¬

b Charles Scrlhnrs Sjns an
whose Notes on the American Stage U
marc or less eagerl awaited has volun-
teered

¬

for service in South Africa and has
been enrolled in a corps of sharpshooters
that is being formed In London Quite re
centi he had in the columns of the Morn-
ing

¬

Leader of Loncon a i tber remarkable
article in which he said that were Le a
poet he would write an ode to Mr Mauser
the inventor of the rifle which has been
doing such terrible execution among Brit
ish troops- - It is almost a confession of
faith which in the light of the authorj
enrollment is a little curious He closes
with the words In short I realized chat
the idea of England was to me nothing
but a man -- faced jewel of pride whereof
no one fict could be dimmed but the oth-
ers

¬

must pale In svmpath And this the
Mauser bullet taught me

The Immortal Garlandis the title of a
new novel b J Storer Clouston

Vnr NieiK Ileeei eel
THE STORV OF THE llOHlS Trepan J bv Vu- -

thont of the Siuth vfrican Itepublics Hy C
W tan Dec Rocgt tv iork Harper X

Hro
CHVHIIb lJINril Vmcncan Statesman 11

Moortield More lloston Houghton Mifllln
A Co si 23

THE ItillMf It I Mian Mcvulat NenVork
Charles Scritners on 1 00

PlllSCIPlfb OP CObOMM GOVFUWIFNT
AIIMTfD TO TUP PltfskNT fH- - OF
CUItV VM IOIITO UICO VND OF THE
PIIIUIllNf 11 Horace X 1 ishcr Iioton
L C Page 4 Co
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P Johnlon v VI ew liork James T
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Vork Doubledav McClure Compan 1 2u
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Illustrated vew vork Harper L Hros
SI 25
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CURRENT VERSE

AprURnln
Gray threads are caught within the forest blocm

A slantwise shuttled by the Apnl breere
A fog ot buds and rain unraveled bloom --

Is set adrift between the antlered trees
vnd leaf bud sheathing closed an hour ago
The edges of their Mtin Using show

The rain threads break in little golden ends
And opals all a quiver in the air

Hans cintlllant as slipping sunshine sends
A rainbow here a needle glimmer there

An uptosed head of fragrance dimly white
The wild plum glistens in the fleecy light

The wet roujh roclts with lichen laces rimmed
bhine faintly gTeen along the slanted glades

The curled brown funirus cups are even brimmed
With ram that steals their dusk fa orange

shade
And darkles in each hlloned velvet bell
To the dim softness ot a falrjs well

A crab trees branches sharp with thorny spC3rs
A sudden turn to wand of dripping pink

Shaking from bud tips VpnTs jewel tears
That start the UrcUfoot pansies where thev

sink
tnd ubtc balms are trailed throu h evcrr

lane
From woodlands wet and weet with ipril rain

Ilatue Whitney in Truth

At omnn miel VVnr
We women teach our little sons how wrong
vnd how- - ignoble blows are school and church
Support our precepts and inoculate
The growing minds with thoughul of love and

peace
Let dogs delurht to bark and bitewe say

But human beinz with Immortal souls
Must rise above the methods of the brute
Ard walk with reason ard with self control

vnd then dear GodI you men you wise strong
men

Our self announced superiors in brain
Our peers in judgment you go forth to wart
VOU leap at one another mutilate

nd starve and kill your fellow men and ask
The worlds applause for such heroic deeds
vou boast and strut and if ro song i3 aung

laudatory epic writ in blood
Telling how many widows you have made
Whv then perforce you say our bards are dead
And inspiration sleens to wake no more
And we the women we wboe lives you are
What can wc do but sit in silent homes
And wait and suffer Not for us the blare
Of trumpets and tbe bugles- call to arms
for us no waving banner ne supreme
Triumphant hour of conquest Ours the slow
Dread torture of uncertainty each day
Tlie bootless battle with the same desnair

nd when at best your victories reach our cars
There reaches with them to our Dttvine hearts
The thought of countless homes made desolate
And other women weeping for theirdead

O men wise men superior belngj say
Is there no substitute for war in this
Great age and era If you answer Xo
Then Ut us rear our children to be wolves
Vnd teach them from the cradle how to kill
Why Ehould we women waste our time and words
In talking peace when men declare for war

Ela Wheeler Wilcox

Good lrldaj- - JIDCTLV
Surely O Christ upon this day

Thou wilt have pity even on met
Hold thou the hands of Charmsay
Or bid them clasp remembering thee

O Chri t thou knowest what it is
To strive with miRhty evd men
Lean down from thy high cross and kiss
Jly a ins till the grow strong again

f Vs on that dsy T drove him back
Into Port Royal with his dead
Our cannon made the snowdrifts black
lint there I deem the waves were red

lea keep me Christ until La Tonr
Oh tbe old dars in oid ltochelle

Cometh to end this cowards war
And send his aOiil straightway to helL

That nighr one looking at the west
might ay

That just beond the beights the maples flared
1 ike scarfn tanners as they do in autumn
Tie sun went down with such impe ial splendor
Near bv the air hung thick with wreathed smoke
And not quite yet had silence touched the hills
That had played all day with thunder of sullen

cannon
But roiv the veenng wind had found tue south
Vnd led the following tide up no moon path
Calling1 the mists white as the circling gulls
In from the outer rocks lleaw ttIiIi rain
The fog came in and all her world grew dark
Dark as the empty vrct

Thougi one should stard
Prarmz the while that iod might blese ncr

CCS
Ipon the eaward iff the long night throjgb
On such a night as thn O moaning wind
I think that dawn if euwn houd ever break
Would onlv km to showliow void a thing
Is Karth that might have been no leas than

ifeaven
vea as it was in frano- - so long ago

Where th least path thar net might follow
seemed

The path Loves feet had trodden but veterhour
Frarcu sh rman m the ipnl Atlantic

Ship LeKl
1011 lack romance yonr minds all tret d forIn London on this black midwinter dayi
Vlake more hme sunshine with another Io

On the w nn hearth then watch with rae tneplay

Of bine and gold and purple tongues which leap
In eiuick carescs to the new fed wood

How cajerlj tie cuii how close they creep
How passionate the Came is for its food

How w llng cem the rugged blocks to yield
fiber and erain and ca gi io to the flame

How the pitch laughs and tubbiest seeing re
vealed

Natures deep secret that life comes and came

Now and from old bc nnings forth from death
Thus tl e s wr ieh have been trees and spars

and si ips
Gna glad hack their comic stuff thnr breath

Of chcmic gasses that ihe Jlothera lips

Vlav ki s thm to frsh being Vleret fincie s
vou tvle it e thats what these--- u iojs

are
Brimming with fancies by the ton romances

Si ot in our cellar from the Millbank

Lock now the blue turns green the gold grows
ruddi

WI le tl e iijie tire torgues lick the copper
stains

And ta le the blieathing rust and where the
cuddv

Was new gilt and what transom end remains

White with spilt nitrates and that kel on heel
Sulked with Vtlantlc salt I th u thee blocks

Are nlcand into so warm a nort to steal
Out of the chill waies and the im ts and rock

Out of grim toil sea slush and saiage weather
fcee if on trenail did its bu irc well

Where the mail set it gripping clo e together
Plank and pllnk end tho all the dcnls of Hell

Roared from the b ine to break tLcm And thatblt
Were shipard Iron how it shoulders hard

Into its plate even now No knare o- - dolt
Drove the loal fa tening steufast did it guard

Its little s r2 of bile mid storms enough
To loosen mountains while we slept a hoie

This knot of teak again immortal stulf
As tit to float now round th- - viurld once more

s when the Burmee in Tennaesenm
first felled the lnning glor of us tree

Since that stout chunk tjok the ajze mark lrom
him

Quid mare ncn novit Wheres the distant sea

It has net plowd of vt or rudder po
Or sten forefoot or bend ome fragment true

Cleaving ths wave circling t erllous coasl
Skimming tie dcadl ledge in shoals none

knew

Feeling blind way seeing the sworder charge
The white shark glitter b the gra wnales

sound
The flying fih dart from the billows curse

Like birds from meadows aliva duty bounj

To do its work of henest timl er stanch
To ene the vtakcr and the men he made

from joy fill time cf Indiamans proud launch
To time of wo when old worn disarraed

She drove teak blocks and all on Ice shore
Now

Tlie good ship broken and her great deeds
done

Vfeckli it renders in this rudd glow
Tlie light and warmth it drew from Vias sjn

To toat yoir toes and mine nJ then to say
Theres no romance to find with London fog

V store of brave ea stories blaze away
ln thoe clurreJVhlps Forgive him good old

log
Sir Edwin vrnold in the Independent

Allien Ion Ifenr the ltoliln Cnll
Vnu mav read it May on the calendar

5 Vou may flv jour heart on spring
But until you hear the rooin s song

ou will find it no such thing
for he s sure just when the snow flies

nd he knows springs secrets all
ou ma be quite sure t is Mav time
When you hear the robin calll

They 11 tell you the winter s ended
tou will hear It eierywlere

Just for a little sunshine
And a breath ot April air

But vou mav be sure of one thing
Assure as that rain will fall

It is reallr trul springtime
When jou hear the robin call

Agnes Lewis MitchilL

NOTES AND QUERIES

ITor many wards are there In Chi ago
What i the mor taary U ti A--

Thtrty four J10COO a year
In what year did the niantyre expolon oecorf

J M

On October
were lost

1ST7 Two hundred lives

Where did David Crockett die U L
He died ln the defence of The Alamo

San Antonio Texa March 6 1335

Where was accident insurance first introducedr n
In England In IUZ Three years later

a company was fully organized and rcady
for business there Tho first company
was organized In this couqtry In ISS3

What is the origin of the expression U iscns
choice 1 Z

It arose from a custom of Tobias Hob
son a stablekeeper of Cambridge Eng-
land

¬

Though a number of rno horses
were usually kept In his stalls his rulo
was that every customer must take tho
horse from the stall nearest the door

Why does the church in comprnng forty days
of Lent omit all the fcunday during Lent 2
How long has the church ohscrrd the Lenten
regulations j a M

Sumiays are excluded because the Lords
Day is held to be a festival rather than
a fast day The Greek Church makes it
forty eight days 2 The forV days fast
vvas instituted In the early days ot Chris-
tianity

¬

When and where was Thanksgivirj Day first
observed in the United Mates 2 There and
when was the first free school established in this
cojntry J R

The custom began ln 1621 when Gover ¬
nor Bradford ot the Plymouth Colony ap ¬
pointed a day of thanksgiving and prayer
after the colonists nrst harvest 2 Tho
first public school was establishedln New
Amsterdam In 1623

Is it a fact that there are sects who worship tbe
devil S L

It Is The Yezldecs or devil worshipers
of Asiatic Turkey are but one of several
such orders The faith of tbe Yezidees is
described as a curious mixture of Moham-
medanism

¬

and a degenerate Christianity
They respect the devil because hey be-
lieve

¬

he will be restored to heaven where
they will want him for a friend They re-

vere
¬

tbe Old Testament and care much
less for the New Testament and the Ko-
ran

¬

There are 200000 of them

What were the Constitutions of Clarendon
C L

They were sixteen ordinances passed In
1161 at Clarendon Wiltshire England by
a council of English barons ant prelates
Perhaps the most radical was that which
made the clergy subject to tie common
law in criminal cases When they vvero
sent to Pope Alexander HI for ratification
be rejected them but most of the provi-
sions

¬

survived
What is the block system T O if B

The railroad Is divided into sections
with signal stations at each end An ac-
cident

¬

vithin any section is signaled at
both that sections stations In some sys-
tems

¬
men give the signals in others tho

warnings are given automatically by elec-
trical

¬
apparatus By the absolute block

system only one train Is permitted in ones
section at a time but rr variation of thi3
permits a second train to enter the sec ¬
tion before the other has left it warning
the second of the others presence

Where will I be apt to find a biographv of Dr
Weir Mitrhl A I Bi

Here is a brief one He was born at
Philadelphia February 13 1S21 and was
educated at the University of Pennsylva¬

nia and at Jefferson Medical College
graduating from the latter institution In
1830 During the next ten years he was
much engaged with-- Investigations In natu-
ral

¬
history studying serpent venom espe-

cially
¬

Becoming in ISC assistant surgeon
in the Army in the hospital for treating in-
juries

¬

to the nerves he becan the obser
vations that gave him a world wide repu- -

I fnrlnn as a npiirrtTnertRt TtpKff1ps mnnr
treat ses on nerves and their tbuse he has
publl heel poems and several successful
novels

declares that the inhabitants oi the Orkney
Llanda are of Norwegian ancestry not scotch
is this true and if so is there an explanation

c o i
t 1 true the Orkneys and the Hebride

wire taken by Norwegians in S76 and
were formally annexed in 100S In 1297
they were united to Denmark When
James HI married the daughter of the
Danish King Christian I the latter gavo
the islands as security for his daughters
dovry The dowry was never paid ami
the Islands were turned over to Scotland
in 1350 While held by Norway and Den-
mark

¬

all traces of the primitive popula-
tion

¬

disappeared

When were roads first macadamized
A C X

In 1S10 John L Macadam was born at
Ar Scotland September 21 175S During
the American Revolution he was a royal-

ist
¬

in America and made a fortune front
the sale of vessels brought to New York
as prizes Much of this be lost In hi3
forced withdrawal when peace vvas declar-
ed

¬

Returning to Scotland he engaged in
traveling about Great Britain at his own
expense and studying roads In 1S11 ha
addressed a memorial to the House ot
Commons This led to the adoption of his
system the carrying out of which in twen-
ty

¬

-- eight counties he supervised personally
making no charge beyond actual expenses
and not trying to secure a patent He de-

clined
¬

a proffered knighthood but accept-

ed
¬

a testimonial grant of 2000 made by
Parliament He died at Moffat Scotland
November 26 1S36

When was James Slonroe the Vmencan Minister
to f ranee 2 tor how long was Lafayette im
priscncd in Paris 31 W

Trom 1754 to 1731 and again in 1S02
when h negotiated the Louisiana Pur-
chase

¬

2 Not at all in Paris During the
Reign of Terror he fled to Holland was cap-

tured
¬

there by the Austrlans and Impris-

oned
¬

by them in the Fortress of Otmutz
for over four years He was finally re-

leased
¬

on September 23 1707 at the de-

mand
¬

of Napoleon then First Consul and
delivered to the American Con ul at Ham-
burg

¬

with the explicit statement that he
had not been liberated at the instance

of France but merely to show the Austrian
Emperors conideration for the United
States of America He returned to Franco
in 1S00 and visited America in 1S24 cele-

brating
¬

hia sixty eighth birthday in tho
White House

Can vou tell me anything of the Longfellow
Memorial Association of this citv Who are tho
officers or member of the committee L U

Th Longfellow National Merrorial As-

sociation
¬

was formed in this city about
two years ago Its purpose is to erect a
statue to Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
in the National Capital The officers o
tbe association are President Chief Jus-
tice

¬

Fuller Viee President Senator Hoar
Secretary Gen A W Grtely Executive
Committee AlexanderMackay -- fcraltl Adol
phus W Greely John B HenJerson S
II Kauffmann John Joy Edson Lewis J
Davis Gilford Plnchot Brainan II War-
ner

¬

Wlat have besome of the
the World

Seven Worders cf
J G S

The tomb of Mausoltis King ot Caria
built about 330 B C was destrocd be-

fore
¬

1100 A D The third wonder tho
temple of Diam at Ephesi s was built
5C2 B C and wa3 destroyed 356 B C The
fourth wonder the walls and terrace ot
Babylon were erected about 370 B C they
decayed gradually after Babylon had ceased
to be the capitol of the Assyrian Empire
The Colossus of Rhodes erected in 2SS B
C stood sixty four jears vit3 destroyed
by an earthquake ami lay In ruins for
nearly SOO years until a Jew-- ben sht it and
took it on SuO camels to Alexandria The
statue of Zeus at Olympus waa made

B C was removed to Conjtantinople
and wtis destroyed by fire 473 A D Trie
Pharos at Alexandria was built about 283
B C and was destroyed b an earth
quale about 1300 1400 A D The Great
Pyramid of Egypt arono remains

A

r


